
“Who is Micah?” 

Text: Micah 5:2a-5 

Christmas is almost here and many anticipate it’s happy coming. And yet we find ourselves in 

the midst of these disturbing news: 

 “A Danish woman and another from Norway were murdered in an isolated mountainous region 

of Morocco.” 

 “A Yemeni mother has finally been able to hold her dying son after battling US immigration 

authorities for more than a year to earn the right to enter the country.” 

 “A Riverside South family in Ottawa is saying goodbye to the boards on its outdoor hockey 

rink after a neighbour complained about the illegal structure on city property. The neighbour 

called the low wooden boards around the rink as ugly to look at.” 

Our world today is not in good shape and in need of full transformation and healing. Are we 

ready for Christmas? 2700 years ago, in a culture significantly different from our own, and yet, 

in many ways, very much like it –the prophet Micah looks at his world and sees no different 

than ours. Micah who was from Moresheth, a village located 25 miles southwest of Jerusalem 

was a rural peasant farmer. He was not a big fan of urban city life and its people, calling them 

thieves, false preachers, more interested in drunkenness while injustice is rampant in the city, 

greedy for wealth, "hates good and loves evil, and tramples the poor. These are people, says 

Micah, who "cry 'peace' when they have something to eat, but declare war against those who 

put nothing in their mouths".  

Micah spoke to the Southern Kingdom of Israel, called Judah as great empires surrounded and 

threatened to colonize this tiny nation.  In that time of ancient history, the rich and the powerful 

were getting all the attention and the poor were oppressed. Sounds familiar? Those with land 

and power were able to foreclose on the small farmers and peasants and take away their small 

plots of lands. Wealth became concentrated in the hands of the elite, and the rest were being 

driven into poverty. Compassion, justice and mercy were in short supply, but pious and 

religious people just went on "worshipping God" like nothing significant and life-threatening 

were happening around them. The people made their offerings to God, but their hearts were 

hard and their faces turned away from the suffering of those around them. Their worship, then, 

according to Micah’s protest, was meaningless and empty. You don’t mess with Micah and 

probably you should not invite him to your dinner party. He holds every chance of making the 



party both memorable and disastrous as he criticizes the guests and the host with angry 

demands for justice and peace. 

So, what are we to make of Micah and his oracles in chapter 5? What does it mean when he 

pronounced that from Bethlehem of Ephrathah, this little clan of Judah, shall come forth a ruler 

whose origin is from of old? Why is this passage connected with Christmas and the birth of 

Jesus? Does it make sense to connect Micah’s oracles with the birth of Jesus? In my personal 

understanding, Micah did not write this oracle about the birth of Jesus. How could he possibly 

predict the birth of someone 700 years later? It would make sense for me if Micah was talking 

about the coming of a Messiah – one who will save the people from their current turmoils, 

someone from the line of David. Any mention of Bethlehem in the ears of 8th century BCE 

Hebrews and later Jews would immediately bring to mind the greatest king of Israelite history, 

the mighty David who was born in the tiny village of Bethlehem and was chosen by the prophet 

Samuel as king, Micah here dreams of another David-like king who will defeat the Assyrians 

and bring Israel back to its days of glory. I think the Christian church fathers connected this text 

to the coming of Jesus simply because they believed that Jesus was from the line of King David. 

They quickly connected Jesus with David in as many ways as they could imagine: born in 

Bethlehem, in the line of king David according to Matthew and Luke, and was called "king of 

the Jews" in each of the gospels. How do we make this text relevant for us today as we celebrate 

the birth of Jesus? 

In verse 3, Micah refers to a woman in labour giving birth. One thinks immediately of the 

parallel passage in Isaiah 7:14 where "the young woman shall conceive and bear a son, calling 

him Immanuel." And again – the church fathers connected the young woman as Mary, mother 

of Jesus. For me, Micah simply means that the woman in labour is Israel who will bring forth a 

child as their Messiah. This miraculous child will bring all together again, remnant and those 

who are still unborn. Did the Christian church fathers abuse Micah’s words forcing us to believe 

that he was referring to Jesus? I think the church fathers like many of us hope for the coming of 

a Messiah who will be our role model in building God’s reign in our time and place. We are 

hopeful for someone who will end the powers of tyranny, violence and oppression and would 

feed the people with justice and security in their land.  If we read Micah using lens of metaphor, 



he would simply say to us that he is envisioning a world upside down and reversals of roles as 

paraphrased by Eugene Peterson in The Message: 

But you, Bethlehem, David's country, the runt of the litter- 

From you will come the leader who will shepherd-rule Israel. 

He'll be no upstart, no pretender. His family tree is ancient and distinguished. 

Meanwhile, Israel will be in foster homes until the birth pangs are over and the child is born, 

And the scattered brothers come back home to the family of Israel. 

He will stand tall in his shepherd-rule by God's strength, centered in the majesty of God-

Revealed. And the people will have a good and safe home, for the whole world will hold him in 

respect- Peacemaker of the world! 

Someone great will come out of a little town called Bethlehem. Not from Jerusalem. Not from 

Athens. But from small, rural Bethlehem. The message of Micah reminds me of The Magnificat 

sang by Mary. “God the Mighty One has done great things for me…God has scattered the proud 

in the thoughts of their hearts…God has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and 

lifted up the lowly; God has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich empty-

handed.” Such words ought to give all of us a moment to pause. The comments of the 

Methodist minister, G. Kevin Baker, made sense. He said: “While we look for change in the 

centers of power—in courtroom chambers and lawmaking bodies—God scatters our power and 

presumption, pointing our attention to a maternity ward where faithful women, like Mary & 

Elizabeth, pray and praise the “mighty one who has done great things,” the one who is still 

doing great things, and often in the most unexpected of places.” The message of Mary and 

Micah tells us good news: the tables being turned, or overturned: the lowly are lifted up, the 

proud are brought down, and the hungry are fed.   

That’s why we love to sing the carol O Little Town of Bethlehem. The words to this particular 

Christmas carol were written by an Episcopalian pastor named Phillip Brooks. Brooks was 

reputed to be a very powerful preacher in Philadelphia and Boston. In 1865, Brooks traveled to 

the Holy Land and on Christmas Eve he rode horseback from Jerusalem to Bethlehem in order 

to worship at the Church of the Nativity. Brooks was deeply moved by his experience and later 

commented, “I remember standing in the old church in Bethlehem close to the spot where Jesus 

was born, when the whole church was singing hour after hour splendid hymns of praise to 

God…It seemed as if I could hear voices telling each other of the wonderful night of the 



Savior’s birth.” Three years later, as Brooks prepared for advent services he wanted an original 

hymn for the children in his church to sing during their annual Christmas program. Recalling 

his experience that night in Bethlehem, Brooks wrote this beloved Christmas carol.  

In remembering ancient history and the suffering and questions of people in Micah’s time, what 

is the Good News we carry with us today? What is the word we take out into a world that is 

hungry, and thirsty, and hurting, and questioning?  Today, the prophet Micah calls us to show 

acts of kindness and to walk this life in humility. He was famous for the verses: “What does the 

Lord requires of you? But to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God.” Micah 

teaches us a radical reorientation of our lives, a fundamental commitment to live in covenant 

faithfulness, and that doesn't mean strict religious observance of ritual even if everyone around 

us seems to be enthusiastically practicing it. It means getting right down to basics: living truth 

based on justice, kindness, and humility. If each of us would practice faithfully Micah’s 

mandate, which Jesus practiced himself, what would the world look like? What are the really 

difficult situations in our families, our neighborhoods, our cities and towns, our nation and the 

world, that would be transformed with Micah’s challenge? How is God speaking to us through 

that cry? I took a break from writing my sermon and sat down to read some inspiring stories 

drawn from the internet. And I found two stories that brought Micah’s message to life. 

The first story is about a 9-year-old boy named Noah Smiling. Noah had just received some 

pocket money for his ninth birthday when he decided to spend it on someone else. He spotted a 

police officer at Denny's, while eating breakfast with his mom Amanda. Noah wanted to 

approach the police officer, but didn't know what to say. So he asked his mom if he could pay 

for the officer's breakfast. She agreed, and helped him write a note on the receipt. He wrote, "I 

want to be a police officer like you when I grow up. Thank you for your service." Officer Eddie 

Benitez was shocked and deeply touched by Noah's kind gesture. "It meant everything," Officer 

Benítez told a news reporter. "It meant that I'm supposed to wake up every morning and put on 

this uniform and go out there and do what I do. You know? It means that I need to keep trying 

to be a good example to all these young guys." Every time Officer Benitez goes to work, he 

keeps the note in the front pocket of his uniform. 



This second story was shared by a man named Clarence: “Leaving a store, I returned to my car 

only to find that I’d locked my keys and cell phone inside. A teenager riding his bike saw me 

kick a tire with some unpleasant remarks. “What’s wrong?” the teenager asked. I explained my 

situation. “But even if I could call my wife,” I said, “she can’t bring me her car key, since this is 

our only car.” The teenager handed me his cell phone. “Call your wife and tell her I’m coming 

to get her key.” “That’s seven miles round trip.” “Don’t worry about it.” An hour later, he 

returned with the key. I offered him some money, but he refused. “Let’s just say I needed the 

exercise,” he said. Then, like a cowboy in the movies, he rode off into the sunset. Those were 

the best seven miles of my life. 

I read these stories and I marveled. It could be said that the choice of this passage for the fourth 

Sunday of Advent is not a bad one after all. Yes the world is in a bad shape but there are also 

places of healing and compassion and kindness an love. What Micah wanted for Israel and the 

nations is precisely what the early Christians believed that the coming of Christ meant for their 

world: justice, unity, peace, love and kindness. It is the hope of every Christmas. It is the hope 

of this Christmas. Amen. 


