
Sunday, 10 am – October 13, 2019 

Creation Time 6 / Thanksgiving Sunday 
* indicates stand as able 

 

We Gather as a Community 

 

Gathering Music:  The End of August - Yanni 
 
*Opening Hymn: God of the Sparrow VU 229 

 

Lighting of Christ Candle:               Acolyte: Wendy Morrell  

Creation responds to God’s call. Live, blossom, dance, sing! 

Let this light of Christ remind us of God’s wonderful works around us 

and within us. Thanks be to God! 

 

Welcome and Greeting/ The Life, Work and Mission of the Church 

 

*Call to Gather:1               Lorrie Lowes 

We gather this morning to celebrate the Harvest Home! 

We are surrounded by the beauty and bounty of the earth. 

We gather with hearts filled with gratitude as our senses take in 

all that we’ve received; 

the warm embrace of our church family; 

the sight of produce fresh from garden, orchard and field; 

the aroma of roast turkey and fresh baked pumpkin pie; 

the sound of wild geese overhead and the crunch of leaves 

beneath our feet; the expectation of a feast awaits us. 

For the bountiful blessings, in praise and thanksgiving, 

Let us worship God! 

 

Prayer of Approach: 2(In Unison) 

From our hearts, with our hands, through our voices, in our love, we 

thank you, God! For every sunrise and sunset, for every smile and 

tear, for every moment that has passed, and for every moment yet to 

come. May our thanksgiving fill the world with gratitude and joy. 

Amen. 

 

                                                 
1 Phil Hobbs, Gathering, Pentecost 2, Year C, 2016. 
2 Richard Bott, Gathering, Pentecost 2, Year C, 2016. 

 

Special Music: If I Were a Butterfly - Rettino     Bell Canto &CGS  

 

Time for the Young at Heart      Lorrie Lowes 

The Prayer of Jesus                         

 

* Hymn: For All Your Goodness, God    VU 549 

   For all your goodness, God, we give you thanks. 

   Thanks for the food we eat, and for the friends we meet; 

   for each new day we greet, we give you thanks. 

 

(Youth and Children may leave for programme) 

 

We Listen for the Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination:3 (together)    

Without the guidance of your Spirit, O God, your Word would be 

mere words on a page, tales of long ago. Inspire our hearing and 

quicken our faith, so that they may become a message from you.  

Amen.            

 

The Reading:  “Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers”  Luke 17: 11-19 

In this story, Jesus encounters ten lepers and heals them. The story goes 

that after healing took place, the nine lepers went on their way but one 

came back to Jesus and offered his thanks. This tenth leper is a 

Samaritan. Could this tenth leper be a model of radical thanks-living for 

us today?  

 

May we find ourselves renewed in this Gospel story.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Ministry of Music:  Rise Up Singing Praise - Wood 
 
Sermon: “Radical Thanks-Living” 

 

*Hymn: Ev’ry Day Is a Day of Thanksgiving    MV 185 

 

We Respond in Faith 

 

3 Inspired by the prayer of Beth W. Johnson, Gathering, Pentecost 2, Year C, 2013. 

 



A Prayer of Thanksgiving: “Choose Thanks”4 (responsively) 

God, there are days we do not feel grateful. When we are anxious or 

angry. When we feel alone. When we do not understand what is 

happening in the world or with our neighbours. When the news is bleak, 

confusing. God, we struggle to feel grateful.                                           

But this Thanksgiving, we choose gratitude.  

We choose to accept life as a gift from you, and as a gift from the 

unfolding work of all creation.                                                                 

We choose to be grateful for the earth from which our food comes; 

for the water that gives life; and for the air we all breathe. 

We choose to thank our ancestors, those who came before us, grateful for 

their stories and struggles, and we receive their wisdom as a continuing 

gift for today.                                                                                                   

We choose to see our families and friends with new eyes, appreciating 

and accepting them for who they are. We are thankful for our homes, 

whether humble or grand.  

We will be grateful for our neighbours, no matter how they voted, 

whatever our differences, or how much we feel hurt or misunderstood by 

them.                                                                                                                

We choose to see the whole planet as our shared commons, the stage 

of the future of humankind and creation. 

 

God, this Thanksgiving, we do not give thanks. We choose it. We will 

make this choice of thanks with courageous hearts, knowing that it is 

humbling to say “thank you.”  

We choose to see your sacred generosity, aware that we live in an 

infinite circle of gratitude. That we all are guests at a hospitable table 

around which gifts are passed and received.                                                        

 

We will not let anything opposed to love take over this table. Instead, we 

choose grace, free and unmerited love, the giftedness of life  

everywhere. In this choosing, and in the making, we will pass gratitude 

onto the world. 

We choose thanks. Amen. 

                                                 
4 Diana Butler Bass 
5 Inspired by the prayer of David Spark, Gathering, Pentecost 2, Year B, 2015. 

Offering and Offertory Music: Prayer of Dedication – Price and Besig 
*Presentation of Offering and Offertory Hymn: We Plough the Fields VU 

520 (vs. 3)  

We thank you then, O Maker, for all things bright and good, 

the seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food; 

accept the gifts we offer for all your love imparts, 

and, what from us you long for, our humble, thankful hearts.   

Refrain: All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; 

  we thank you, God, O holy God, for all your love. 

 

* Offertory Prayer (together)      

Fill us with gratitude, O God. From you, all blessings flow. To you, all 

gratitude shall return. Fuel us, as a gracious people, overflowing with 

compassion and power, to shape our lives and the world for good. 

Amen. 

We Depart in Peace 

 

*Hymn: Give Thanks, My Soul, for Harvest  VU 522 

 

Sending Forth: 5 

We go from here a thankful people. 

Our songs, our prayers, our praises reflect our gratitude to God. 

We will turn our thoughts and our words into action. 

We will make our thanksgiving a blessing to others. 

Go now in the name of God of new beginnings, of Jesus Christ, the Bread 

of Life, and of the Holy Spirit who embrace us with love. Amen.  

 

Departing Music: Toccata from symphony V, Op 42 - Widor 

 

 


