
Sunday, 10 am – August 19, 2018 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
* indicates stand as able 

 

We Gather to Worship God 

 

Gathering Music (singalong): How Lovely, God - Psalm 84  

                                                                                         (VU pg 801) 
* Hymn: Come Touch Our Hearts MV 12  

 

Lighting of Christ Candle:                Acolyte: Nicholas Berard    

“Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; sing to his name, for he is 

gracious.” Psalm 135:3 

 

Welcome and Greeting / The Life, Work and Mission of the Church  

 

*Call to Gather:   

In the rush of the wind, in a burst of light, in the “aha!” of an epiphany, 

Christ’s Spirit appears. 

In the singing of a babbling brook, in the crackling of a campfire’s 

light, in the whisper of a still, small voice, 

Christ’s Spirit appears. 

In the crush of a crowd of thousands, in the loneliness of an empty 

room, in the beating of our hearts, 

Christ’s Spirit lives. 

In this place,  

In all places, 

In every moment of our lives, 

Christ’s Spirit appears; 

Christ’s Spirit calls; 

Christ’s Spirit lives. 

And we respond with  

ALLELUIA! 

And we live our love with 

AMEN!1 

 

                                                 
1 Richard Bott, Gathering Pentecost 1 2016, p 28 

Prayer of Confession: 

God, we confess that we really do not know how to confess our sins. 

Sometimes we are so convinced of the rightness of our words and 

actions that we do not recognize their hurtful consequences. 

Sometimes we are not sorry for the wrong we have done unless we 

get caught. 

Sometimes the lines between good and evil are so blurred that we are 

not sure where we are. 

God, give us the grace of true repentance; 

Open our hearts and our understanding, so that we may truly seek 

your forgiveness. 

We pray in Jesus’ name. 

Amen2     (moment of silent reflection) 

 

Assurance of Love:  

Now hear the good news. 

God hears the words we speak together, 

God hears the silent workings of our hearts, 

And God offers us a new beginning each and every day. 

We have just to accept this blessing and know that we are truly forgiven. 

Amen 

Time for the Young at Heart 

* Hymn: Teach Me, God, to Wonder  VU 299 

 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination (together)  

Open our minds and our hearts to receive the wisdom in these 

words today. Amen.  

 

Reading:  Psalm 134 

A contemporary reading from “Embers” by Richard Wagamese (pg 

56) 

In these words both ancient and new, may we find wisdom for our 

living.  Amen 

 

Ministry of Music: Love Grows Here – Besig   

Sermon:  “The Practice of Pronouncing Blessings: Benediction” 

2 John Moses, Gathering Pentecost 1 2018, p41 



*Hymn: Put Peace into Each Other’s Hands  MV 173  

 

We Respond in Faith 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Offering and Offertory Music: Blessing - Bart (an Irish Poem)    

  

*Presentation of Offering and Offertory Hymn:  (VU 541) 

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

   Praise God all creatures high and low, 

   Give thanks to God in love made known: 

   Creator, Word, and Spirit, One. 

 

* Offertory Prayer:   God of love, 

In answer to the many blessings in our lives, we offer these gifts that 

they may prove a blessing to others.   Amen. 

 

We Depart in Peace 

*Hymn:    Each Blade of Grass MV 37 

 

Sending Forth: Return to the world in which we live, giving thanks to 

God for your many blessings, and sharing those blessings with your 

neighbour, all for the love of God.3 

 

And now let us bless each other as we sing: (May God’s Sheltering 

Wings MV 214) 

   May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you. 

   May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you, 

   And hold you in her love, and hold you in her love.  
 

Departing Music:  Pass it On - Kaiser arr. Hayes 

 
Thanks to Those Assisting with Today’s Service:  

Greeter/Ushers: Jeff Stoate         Reader: David Donaldson           

Special Music: Erin Berard & Leslie Capstick 

Refreshments: Bill & Nora McGee       Sound System: Neil Lowes                                                   

                                                 
3 George Allan, Gathering, Pentecost 1 2018, p 47 

 


