
 

Sunday, 10 am – April 21, 2019 

Easter Sunday / Communion Service 
* indicates stand as able 

We Gather as a Community  

 

Gathering Music: Thanks Be to Thee – Handel 

 

*Processional Hymn:  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today   VU 157 

(The choir, the ministers and the prayer chalice usher process) 

 

Lighting of Christ Candle:               Acolyte: Audrey Joy Anderson 

We are here on this Easter morning, surrounded by the promises of 

faith. We light this Christ candle knowing that it is Christ who draws 

us together. 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed. Hallelujah! 

 

Welcome / The Life, Work and Mission of the Church  

 

*Call to Gather:1                                 Lorrie Lowes 

One:  In believing, in doubting, we come to gather, 

All:  and God accepts us. 
One:  In wondering, in affirming, we come to celebrate, 

All: and God welcomes us. 

One:  As individuals, as a faith community, we come to rejoice, 

All:  and God’s word speaks to us. 

One: With rejoicing, with sorrow, we come to this service, 

All: and the Risen Christ is eternal hope for us. 

One: Christ is Risen!  

All: Christ is Risen indeed. Hallelujah! 
 

Prayer of Approach:2                            

Living God, we lift our hearts in praise. We thank you for the joy 

and the mystery of Christ’s resurrection. We are in awe of your 

power over death, of your love for us, of your desire to bring all 

people together in a world of joy and peace. Help us rejoice and 

celebrate this day as your Easter people. Raise us to new lives of 

joyful worship service to you. Amen. 

                                                           
1 David Sparks, Lent/Easter 2018. 
2 Whole People of God, Easter 2016. 

 

Sung Response:  (Sang 3 times)   

Halle, Halle, Halle– lu-jah (3X)  

Hallelujah – Hallelujah! 

 

Special Music:  Easter – Christ Arose! Hallelujah! – Sleeth  CGS & Bell 

Canto  

 

Time for the Young at Heart 

 

Hymn:  Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, halleluiah 

Praise Ye the Lord. (x2) 

 

Praise Ye the Lord, Hallelujah! 

Praise Ye the Lord, Hallelujah! 

Praise Ye the Lord, Hallelujah! 

Praise Ye the Lord! 

 

We Listen for God’s Word 

 

 Prayer for Illumination: (together)          

God of joy and delight, open our hearts to receive your Word anew 

and give us hope as Easter people. Amen. 

 

Gospel Reading:  “The Empty Tomb”     Luke 24: 1-12 

In this particular chapter, the writer of Luke tells of the discovery of 

the empty tomb by the women followers and the pronouncement of the 

two men (interpreted as angels) who said” Why do you look for the 

living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.” 

May we find ourselves renewed through this story of hope. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 Ministry of Music: Alleluia, Christ is Risen! – Althouse/Wordsworth 

    

Sermon:  “Empty Tombs and Hallelujahs!” 

 

*Hymn: Joy Comes with the Dawn   VU 166 

 

 



 

 

We Respond in Faith 
 

Prayers of the People  

 

Communion Hymn: We Gather Here   VU 469 

 

Celebration of Communion 

 

Offering and Offertory Music: Sing Praise! – Mozart arr. Liebergen 

 

*Presentation of Offering and Offertory Hymn: What Can I Do? MV 

191 

 

* Offertory Prayer (together)  

Gracious God, hope and new life are your amazing gifts to us. As 

we offer our gifts back to you, remind us that we are Easter people 

and you call us to sow seeds of love and justice in the world. Amen. 

 

We Depart in Peace 

 

*Hymn: Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks  VU 179  

 

Sending Forth:  

Go forth this Easter Day filled with faith, hope and love.  

May the blessing of God, life-giver and creator, 

of Christ who is known in the breaking of the bread and 

sharing of the cup, 

and of the Spirit who gives us new life be with us all now 

and forever.  

Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Halle-lujah! Amen. 

 

Departing Music: Allegro from Organ Concerto No 13 - Handel 

 


