BELLS CORNERS UNITED CHURCH

Sunday, August 6, 2023 – 10:00 am

Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Victor Lujetic

“Spiritual Truths in Secular Songs”
Gathering Music

Sally Lujetic
*Opening Hymn VU#625 “I Feel the Winds of God”
Verse 1:

I feel the winds of God today, today my sail I lift,

Though heavy oft with drenching spray and torn with many a rift.

If hope but light the water’s crest, and Christ my bark will use,

I’ll seek the seas at His behest, and brave another cruise.

Verse 2:

It is the wind of God that dries my vain regretful tears,

Until with braver thoughts shall rise the purer, brighter years.

If cast on shores of selfish ease or pleasure I should be,

O let me feel Your freshening breeze, and I’ll put back to sea.

Verse 3:

If ever I forget Your love and how that love was shown,

Lift high the blood-red flag above, it bears Your name alone.

Great Pilot of my onward way, You will not let me drift.

I feel the winds of God today, today my sail I lift.

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Acolyte: Sue Morrison
Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world.”
Jesus also said, “You are the light of the world.”

May Christ, the one true Light, shine in us and through us to enlighten those around us.

Sung Response: VU #585 “Jesus Bids Us Shine” (verse 1 only)
Jesus bids us shine with a pure, clear light, like a little candle burning in the night.

In this world is darkness, so let us shine; you in your small corner, and I in mine.
Welcoming and Centering for Worship

Rev. Dr. Victor Lujetic

In the name of Jesus Christ, the Lord of creation, the Head of the church, the Saviour of the world, welcome to worship here at Bells Corners United Church.

Please join us in the Main Hall after the service for coffee, refreshments and conversation.

Announcements

Friends, I now invite you to centre yourselves in the company of this faith family and in the presence of the Holy Spirit, as we gather for worship.
Call to Gather (Responsively)
(Taken from VU #815 – Psalm 95: Come, Worship God)
Come, worship God who is worthy of honour.

Enter God’s presence with thanks and a song!

You are the Rock of Your people’s salvation,

To whom our jubilant praises belong.

We are Your people, the sheep of Your pasture.

You are our Maker and to You we pray.

Gladly we kneel in obedience before You.

Great is the One whom we worship this day!
Prayer of Approach (Unison)

(Taken from Mass, by Leonard Bernstein, New York, G. Schirmer, 1971)

Almighty Father, incline Thine ear. Bless us and all those who have gathered here. Thine angel send us, who shall defend us all. And fill with grace all who dwell in this place. Amen.

Time for the Young at Heart:   Erin Berard
The Lord’s Prayer
Children’s Song: VU#266 “Amazing Grace” (sung to tune “Puff, the Magic Dragon”)

Verse 1: (Congregation)
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved and strengthened me.

I once was lost, but now am found; was blind but now I see.

Refrain : Repeat of Verse 1 (Children and Congregation)
Verse 2: (Congregation)
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.

How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.

Refrain : Repeat of Verse 1 (Children and Congregation)
Verse 3: (Congregation)
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come.

‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

Refrain : Repeat of Verse 1 (Children and Congregation)
Verse 4: (Congregation)
The Lord has promised good to me, this word my hope secures.

God will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

Refrain : Repeat of Verse 1 (Children and Congregation)
Verse 5: (Congregation)
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.

Refrain : Repeat of Verse 1 (Children and Congregation)
Prayer for Illumination (Unison)

Reader: Chris Brown
(Taken from VU #371 – “Open My Eyes, That I May See”)

Open my eyes that I may see glimpses of truth You have for me. Silently now I wait for Thee; ready, my God, Thy will to see. Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine.
The Scripture Reading: Acts 17:28 & 1 Corinthians 15:33 & Titus 1:12 (New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition)



   
   Reader: Chris Brown
For “In Him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, “For we, too, are His offspring.”
Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”
It was one of them, their very own prophet, who said, “Cretans are always liars, vicious brutes, lazy gluttons.”
May these words be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. 
Thanks be to God!
Ministry of Music: “The Lord Is Lifted Up”

Victor & Sally Lujetic

Sermon: “Spiritual Truths in Secular Songs”

Rev. Dr. Victor Lujetic

Prayers of the People

Invitation to Offer

You will find the offering plates on the narthex table. There are many additional ways

you can financially support the work of the church: through PAR, by dropping into the

office or by e-transfer. Thank you for your continued love and support of Bells Corners

United Church.
*Offertory Hymn: VU #542 “We Give You But Your Own”
We give You but Your own, whate’er the gift may be.

All that we have is Yours alone, we give it gratefully. 
*Offertory Prayer (Unison):
(Adapted from the hymn “Because I Have Been Given Much”; Nashville, Broadman Press, 1975)

Because we have been given much, we too must give.
Because of Thy great bounty, Lord, each day we live.

We shall divide our gifts from Thee and shall give love to those in need.

Thus shall our thanks be thanks indeed. Amen.
*Closing Hymn: VU#703 “In the Bulb There Is a Flower”
Verse 1:

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;

In cocoons a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

Verse 2:

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;

There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

Verse 3:

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity.

In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

*Sending Forth:
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet walk on the road with you.

May the Christ who serves with wounded hands open your hands to serve.

May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart open your heart to love.

As you leave this place, may you see the face of Christ on everyone you meet.

And may everyone you meet see the face of Christ on you.

*Sung Blessing: VU #422 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” (verses 1 & 2 only)
Verse 1:

God be with you till we meet again. Loving counsels guide, uphold you;

With a shepherd’s care enfold you. God be with you till we meet again. 

Verse 2:

God be with you till we meet again. Unseen wings protecting hide you,

Daily manna still provide you. God be with you till we meet again. 

Departing Music

Sally Lujetic

