
 

 

 

 

Advent Greetings to you All! 
Thank you for your kind and welcoming support during the past weeks, as I 
joined the ministry team at BCUC to share in providing leadership during this 
transitional time. 
 
It is indeed a pleasure to work with Rev Don Maclean and such a fine staff - 
Carolyn, Ellen and Nancy as we seek to fill the ministry needs at BCUC. 
Advent is a wonderful time in the Church year. Sometimes we view the 
weeks leading up to Christmas as a chore rather than an opportunity to 
prepare ourselves spiritually for the  celebration of the birth of Christ .  
Advent is a gift ï and the theme this year for Advent is óGiftsô.  We take time 
to reflect on the gifts we receive and the gifts we share , especially with those 
in need. 
 
We receive many spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit which we hope bear fruit. 
The apostle Paul speaks of the fruits of the  Spirit as ólove, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control 
(Galatians 5:22)  What wonderful  gifts  to share with one another as we 
celebrate the birth of Christ.  
 
May the worship we share together, the outreach we support, and the gift we 
bring to Bethlehem of ourselves, enrich us all. 
The peace and joy of Christôs love be with each one, in your hearts and in 
your homes, during this holy season. 
 
Peace, 
Angela       Rev. Angela Bailey  
 
 

Advent~Christmas Services 
 
Sun. Dec 4 ~10am Second Sunday of Advent~Sacrament of baptism 
Sun. Dec 4 ~7pm (Sanctuary) A short service of Light and Hope. 

Readings, Scripture, Prayer, Communion, for those wishing for a 
 quiet meditative time before Christmas.The labyrinth will also be  
available for those wishing to walk the labyrinth in the main hall. 
 
~7:30-9:30pm drop in anytime Candle lighting & quiet time 
~7:30-9:30pm drop in anytime Candlelit labyrinth walk  

Sun. Dec 11 ~10am Third Sunday of Advent 
Sun. Dec 11 ~3pm Choir Concert with Carols (Sanctuary) 
Sun. Dec 18 ~10am Fourth Sunday of Advent: Includes the Sunday School 

  presentation óGIFTSô. 
Sun. Dec 24 ~6:30pm Christmas Eve Saturday~Family Service with Carols 
Sun. Dec 24 ~10pm Christmas Eve Saturday~Service with Carols &  
  Communion 
Sun. Dec 25 ~10am Christmas Day~Family Service 
Sun. Jan 1 ~10am New Yearôs Day~Family Service 
Sun. J an 8 ~10am Epiphany~Sunday School resumes 

 

 

 

 

 

An Advent and 
Christmas Reflection! 
Perhaps it is not the words of 

Christmas songs heard in 
malls as early as November, 
nor the banal exhortations of 
TV ads or the vapid narrative 
of school ñholiday partiesò 

that talk about snowmen and 
ñholiday treesòïfearful of any 

connection to the Christ 
Childï but rather the words 

of prayer that focus our 
thoughts for this time in the 

Church year. 
 

O God, our deliverer 
you cast down the mighty 

and lift up those of no 
account, 

like Elizabeth and Mary, 
who embrace one another 

with songs of liberation, 
may we,pregnant with your 

Spirit 
affirm one another in hope 

for the world 
in the name of Jesus. Amen 

 
(Rev.) Donald Maclean 

Advent 2011 

BELLS CORNERS UNITED CHURCH ~ BELLRINGER~ Advent 2011 

~ ADVENT ~ A Time of Waiting ~ Darkness into the Light of Christ ~ 



Hope~Peace~Joy~Love 
 

Dear God, 
As we begin our Advent pilgrimage, give us the courage to hope; 

Hope for your presence 
Hope for your peace 

Hope for your Promise. 
 
We have already received the message of Hope at the first Advent Sunday service. Food was presented in the theme of 
ógiftsô. The demand for food is greater than ever this year. Thank you to all BCUC members who will respond during the 
Advent season with gifts of food or money for FAMSAC. 
 
Our Hearts will be filled with Joy on Dec. 11

th
 at 3:00pm with the annual Choir concert. Then its Christian Educationôs turn 

on Dec. 18
th
 with the greatest gift of all, Love will be portrayed in a short pageant during regular service time, with Don 

Maclean expanding on that theme. On Christmas day, Don and Angela will welcome everyone and New Years day 
Angela will enlighten us with the origin and meaning of some of the carols and other seasonal hymns. 
 
Memorial donations can still be made in the hall after the service on Dec.4

th
. Karen Doxtater and helpers, the Noyes 

family, have already partially decorated the sanctuary for the Christmas Season. Mary thanks also to Ross & Gail Mutton 
and Lola Ryan for purchasing and transporting flowers. 

What is Christmas? 
It is tenderness for the past, courage for the present, and hope for the future. 

May the spirit of Christmas bring you peace 
May the gladness of Christmas bring you hope, 
May the warmth of Christmas bring you love. 

 
Gail Harmer Mutton & Grace Runions ~ Worship Committee 

 

FAMSAC - As Glenna Jackson 
explained in the last Bell Ringer, 
our local food bank, FAMSAC, 
needs our help. FAMSACôs 
finances are decreasing and the 
need is increasing.  

To put this in context, here is some 
information produced by Food 

Banks Canada, from ñHungercount: a comprehensive 
report on hunger, and food bank use in Canada, and 
recommendations for changeò. 

Data on food bank usage have been collected since 
1997. Food bank use increases or decreases, 
depending on the health of the economy, but there 
seems to be a limit to how low the need for assistance 
can fall. 

In 2011, food bank use was 20% higher than in 2001. 
More than one third of those assisted are children. 
Almost half the food banks in Canada have reported an 
increase in the number of people assisted, and over 
90,000 people have asked for food bank assistance for 
the first time. Those asking for help live in every province 
and territory in Canada. Although most of those needing 
help are on social assistance, others are employed, or 
on employment insurance, have disability income or rely 
on pensions or student loans. The majority pay market 
rent for accommodation. Fewer than a quarter live in 
subsidized housing.Food banks began operating in the 
early 1980s. Since then many jobs have been lost in 
manufacturing, forestry, farming, fishing and mining. 

Social assistance and employment insurance have been 
scaled back. Itôs almost impossible for someone on 
social assistance to afford basic food, clothing and 
shelter. 

The Hungercount report has recommendations to help 
people meet their most basic needs: more affordable 
housing, so that people do not have to choose between 
shelter and food. They quote research from the 
Wellesley Institute and the Conference Board of 
Canada, that more affordable housing increases 
individual health and productivity and decreases the cost 
of health care and social programs. Among other 
recommendations by the Hungercount report: the need 
to improve social assistance, to protect vulnerable 
seniors, to update Employment Insurance, invest in early 
learning and child care and maintain a strong Canada 
Social Transfer. The bottom line is that Canada is a 
prosperous country and it is unacceptable that so many 
are unable to afford basic needs. 

In the meantime, at BCUC we can continue to support 
FAMSAC, our local food bank. FAMSAC is the target of 
SOSAôs Advent Appeal this year, because the need is so 
great. This special appeal will continue until Christmas, 
and both financial and food donations are welcome. 
Sadly, we all know that our assistance will be needed on 
a regular basis long after Christmas has passed. It is 
fortunate that BCUC has generous members who are 
willing to continue giving. 

Bridget McNeill, SOSA (Service, Outreach and Social 
Action Committee) 



OXFAMôS - Stamp Out Poverty Program uses money raised from sales of used postage 
stamps to fund small development projects.A report on the money raised and the projects 
supported since the programme's inception can be found on the notice board by the church 
office. Used stamps can be placed in the labelled drawer in the communications centre. This 
drawer is also used for the collection of eyeglasses, popcan tabs and Campbell soup labels - 
all of which can be put to good use or raise money for good causes 

THE PAUSE TABLE - In a month, students will be up to their ears in exam stress, coupled 
with diminishing funds as OSAP loans run out. To help out, the Ecumenical Chaplaincy at 
Carleton University runs the "Pause Table" during the December and April exam periods. The Pause Table, through the 
generous assistance of partner churches, offers free food and drink to students. They will study better and write better 
exams if their bellies are full, and if they feel remembered by the wider community. 

  
The Pause Table -  has an amazing impact on the lives of students. We hear things like: 

 I didnôt know that anybody cared about us. 

 Wow! I havenôt had a fresh fruit in I donôt know how long! 

 Knowing that you are here every day is what got me through exams. 
  
If your congregation would like to help out with the Pause Table, there are several ways to do this: 

 Volunteer to be a partner church. 

 Donate nonperishable food items like pudding cups, granola bars, "Cup of Soup", and individually boxed cereals. 

 Financial support can be made through http://www2.carleton.ca/ecumenicalchaplaincy/financial-support/ 
Exams run from December 8 through December 21. The Pause Table is open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. weekdays with the 
volunteers arriving at 9 a.m. to set up. 
  
If you would like further information, please reply to this email. 
  
Pat Brush 
Office Administrator 
Carleton University Ecumenical Chaplaincy 
 
THE UNITED CHURCH OBSERVER -  December is renewal time for our Group Subscription to the Observer. The price 
is still a bargain at $20. You may renew or begin a new subscription by paying with cash or a cheque payable to Bells 
Corners United Church with Observer in the memo line. Watch for a special table on December 4 after the morning 
worship service or place your renewal on the offering plate or pay at the office. This award winning United Church 
magazine is filled with information about theological, social, political issues which affect our everyday lives presented in an 
easy to read format. For more information please contact BCUC Observer rep Ellen Boynton at 613-828-3820. 

MENôS CLUB - On November 5th, the Menôs Club held a very successful dinner meeting attended by more than 65 men 
and their friends. The topic was óDepression in Retirement Yearsô and speakers were Dr. Sharon Levine and Debbie 
Warren of the Royal Ottawa Hospital. Ross Mutton was óquarterbackô in the kitchen leading a group of men who produced 
another great dinner. Dale Jarvis, President of the Menôs Club, organized the program and the meeting, helped by another 
group of men. Many thanks go to those men who set up and took down tables and chairs, and to the kitchen cleanup 
crew.The next Menôs Club event is coffee hour on Thursday December 8, 10:00 am. All men of the church are invited to 
enjoy free coffee and donuts. Why donôt you consider joining us? Please contact Bob Ferguson (613) 828-9610 

 
GREETINGS FROM CHAIR OF COUNCIL 
As the Fall season passes, we enter Advent with all the blessings and promises that it brings to us.  We begin this season 
with yet another successful ñChristmas Fairò.  A heartfelt thank you to each and every one of you who have made it both a 
great success and an enjoyable experience. 
Our Advent theme this year is one of gifts:  Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  They are gifts for us to receive and also to 
share with others, in our true Christian tradition. 
On behalf of Church Council, may you, your family and friends truly experience renewed joy and the wonder that the birth 
of baby Jesus brings to us all.   
I wish you a season full of love and peace. 
 
Merry Christmas,Gail Harmer Mutton 
Chair, Church Council 
ghmutton@sympatico.ca  

 

http://www2.carleton.ca/ecumenicalchaplaincy/financial-support/
mailto:ghmutton@sympatico.ca


SEASONS GREETINGS FROM FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT! 

We present here a brief overview of the BCUC financial results as of October 31, 2011.  The Operating Fund revenue for 

the first 10 months of this year is less than the same revenue stream last year but the cumulative deficit to date is less.  

Operating Fund  Jan-Oct  Jan-Oct  Budget  To Year End 

   2011  2010  2011  2011  

Revenue  $ 295,808 $ 301,514 $ 437,057 ~$104,000 (Needed) 

Expenses  $ 329,347 (1) $ 338,945 $ 437,057 ±$400,000 (Est.)  

Surplus/(Deficit)  (-$33,538) (-$37,431)  $0   

Note (1) - Expenses include the monthly allocations for M&S, Presbytery and Contribution to Capital (i.e. to repay residual 

Entranceway loans). These add up to $46,675, thus offsetting the cumulative deficit of (-$33,538). However, these 

obligations must be paid in December ï member financial support is needed now more than ever! 

Other Funds  Directed Renovations Entranceway Endowment 

Jan - Oct         (market Sept 30)   

Opening Balance $ 13,142 $  1,435 $  0 

Receipts  $ 34,397 (2) $  5,676 $ 9,876  

Disbursements  (-$26,648) (-$3,440) (-$6,091)   

Ending Balance  $ 20,891 $  3,670 $ 3,785  $ 47,052 (-) 
Loans outstanding     $ 5,000 

Note (2) Includes the Organ Fund. 

Bill Johnson, Chair Financial Management 

ENDOWMENT FUND GROWING QUICKLY~ 
Our Fund, which was established to provide money to 
support worthwhile projects in the church that are not 
within the normal budget, continues to receive many new 
memorial donations.  Donations to date in 2011 are 
$4610.  The total sum of donations since the Fund was 
established in 1992 is $40,399 as of November 14

th
. 

Meanwhile, the market value of the invested donations is 
now almost $51,000, meaning that approximately 
$10,000. is available from the Fund's earnings to support 
new projects.  Church Council will consider this 
opportunity in the New Year.  (In 2010, $2000. of Fund 
earnings were allocated to kick-start the organ repair.) 
 
Ed Lauer, Chair, Board of Trustees 

LOOK INSIDE 
FOR THIS 
ENVELOPE~ 
In this season we 
are asked to 
contribute to so 
many good 
causes. The 
needs of the Church are supported by your generous 
help. This special givings envelope will provide support 
to the work of the Church and the congregation of Bells 
Corners United Church. 

SECRET PAL ~ THE SECRET IS OUT~ 
A new Secret Pal program for adults will start this 
December. Last year we had a successful program in 
pairing adults with children and now weôve had requests 
for adult to adult penpals.  Sign up by Jan 1st to be a 
secret penpal with another adult in our congregation.  
You will receive the code name for your pal in the new 
year and you two may correspond as often as you like 
until the end of April when you will have an opportunity 
to learn the secret identity at a celebration after church.  
The mailbox will be in the narthex on Sunday mornings, 
but, if you are not a regular Sunday attendee, there are 
other ways to get the notes to your pal. 
 
Contact Gail Mutton for more information 
 

 
BCUC Nursery Availability on Sunday 
December 25 and  
Sunday January 1~ 
On December 25 and January 1 
the door to the nursery will be 
open during the service and 
parents are welcome to take 
their child to the nursery, 
however, there will be no ñstaffò 
in the nursery on those days. 

 



Christian Education 
 
Remembrance Service 
On November 6, a group 
of youth and young adults 
hosted BCUCôs veterans 
at a breakfast prepared by 
Unit 2 of the UCW and 
then Denis Watson piped 
them into the service. 
Thanks to all who were 
involved, it was an 
excellent morning. 

 
Nurturing Children ï Theyôre Worth It! 
The program addresses topics for those who care for 
children. This Fall we have hosted two presentations. 
The program will continue after Christmas with topics 
dealing with mental health issues in children. 

Operation Christmas Child 
Once again the congregation responded generously to 
this program which distributes gift boxes to children in 
underprivileged countries. Over sixty boxes were 
collected and they will be on their way out of the city 
before the end of November. 

Advent Candlelit Evening (services as outlined on 
page 1).  We have planned for you a comforting candlelit 
evening where you are welcome to stay as long as you 
wish ï from 5 minutes to 2.5 hours.  
Come light a candle in memory of your loved ones and 
light one as a symbol of hope. You may join in a 
Christian worship service of Light and Hope especially 
for those for those who need a quiet time of prayer and 
reflection and for those who grieve the loss of a loved 
one, led by Rev Angela Bailey. 
If you wish, treat yourself to a candlelit walk with gentle 
music around the indoor labyrinth. There will be two 
labyrinths available. Come alone or bring a friend. No 
cost. Light refreshments will be served.  If labyrinth 
walking is new to you, there will be someone to show the 
easy steps.   
  
If you cannot be there and wish for a candle to be lit on 
your behalf, please contact Barbara Eade at 613-829-
7060 or beade@vif.com 
 
Advent Sunday School Drama 
During the regular Sunday worship service on December 
18, BCUC's children, youth and a few older folk will be 
joining forces to present a modern drama entitled "Gifts" 
by Susan Young. Casting and rehearsals have already 
begun, but a few more actors may be needed. If you 
could share your gifts and time by contributing to this 
project, please contact Susan Young at 613-596-6066 or 
come to rehearsal in the Shalom room on Sundays at 
11:00. 
 
Sunday School over Christmas holidays 
We do not anticipate any need for Sunday School 
classes on Dec 25 or Jan 1.  This is a special family time 
and children will be welcomed in the intergenerational 

worship service in the sanctuary.  On Jan 1, there will be 
a simple program available for any young children if they 
are restless. We will resume classes Jan. 8

th
.  

 
General Council Remit 
Do you want to know more about the three proposed 
changes to the United Church of Canadaôs constitutional 
document? 
The first part of each of the Church Council meetings in 
January (18

th
), February (15

th
) and March (21

st
) will be 

devoted to examining each of the proposals then in April, 
the Council will vote on whether to add each statement. 
Everyone is invited to participate in these discussions. 
 
Why? In August 2009 General Council approved a 
motion to add to the Doctrine section currently in the 
Basis of Union three other doctrinal statements that 
General Councils of the United Church have approved 
since 1925. 
Those statements are the Statement of Faith (1940), A 
New Creed (adopted in 1968; revised in 1980 and again 
in 1994), and A Song of Faith (2006). For this proposed 
action to take place, the General Council authorized 
remits, which are votes by presbyteries and, in this case, 
also by pastoral charges, on whether to add some or all 
of these three statements to the Doctrine section of the 
Basis of Union. 
 
Discovery Group 
A new Biblical study series will begin in the New Year 
with Rev Angela Bailey. 

Mondays at 7.30p.m.  

 Jan 23 An introduction to the Biblical Canon - 
how the various books were selected for 
inclusion in the Bible and a brief look at the 
Ebionites (probably the early Jewish Christians) 
whose writings were lost to history. 

 Jan 30 - Recently discovered unpublished 
Christian texts - e.g. The Gospel of Thomas; the 
Gospel of Mary; 

 Feb 6 - The Dead Sea Scrolls - their discovery 
and relationship, if any, to Christianity  

 Feb 20 and 27 - An examination of the themes 
in 'Beyond the Passion: the death and life of 
Jesus' by Stephen Patterson, contemporary 
Christian Biblical scholar. 

Professor Patterson is coming to Ottawa to speak on 
March 2-3. Further information on this event will be 
available later. All welcome to attend any or all of the 
above. 

Talent Show ï Feb. 21, 2012 
Work is underway for a talent show on Shrove Tuesday 
to accompany the pancake supper. If you are interested 
in participating please contact Nancy Meyers, 
office@bcuc.org  

Collection of Aluminum Cans 
In September and October 116 pounds of aluminum 
cans were diverted from the land fill and provided funds 
for youth activities at BCUC. Collections are the last 
Sunday of each month (excluding Dec.). 

mailto:beade@vif.com
mailto:office@bcuc.org


Milk Bag Update ï Stewardship for our Neighbours 
and for the Earth 
It has been exactly a year since the 
local media changed our little BCUC 
project dramatically into a much 
larger-scale project that now 
includes hundreds of people across 
Ottawa-Carleton area and beyond. 
We have connections in many 
neighbouring communities such as 
Smith Falls, Arnprior, Westport, 

Aylmer, Chelsea as well as further afield in Montreal, 
Belleville, PEI and New Brunswick.   Weôve offered over 
70 workshop/presentations for schools and groups 
ranging from 5 to 300 people.  
 
In the last year we have received back just over  1000 
sleeping mats and 110 totebags which means we have 
diverted approximately 400,000 milkbags from the 
landfill.   We are looking for people travelling to the 
Peterborough area who would like to deliver some 
finished mats.  The mats will be sent to countries like 
Haiti and Guatemala for people who are sleeping on 
mud/concrete and other uncomfortable places. 
The project continues to expand and itôs time for the next 
stage where everyone can help.  A little research shows 
that hundreds of tonnes of non-biodegradable plastic 
bags are still going into the landfill in Ottawa.   Not just 

milkbags, but also breadbags, frozen foodbags, 
packaging for paper products and much more.  
Do you think it is time to change that?    Here are a few 
options: 
 
Reduce ï try to reduce the plastic bags that you bring 
home 
Reuse ï find other uses for the plastic bags that you 
have (like using them for crocheting, storage, lunchbags,  
poop/scoop bags etc)  
Recycle ï do not put your plastic bags in the garbage.  
Bring to your nearest plastic bag recycle location (if it 
stretches then it is recyclable). The list of locations 
across Canada can be found here 
http://www.plastics.ca/Recycling/PlasticBags/index.php. 
A list of over 40 places in the Ottawa area will be posted 
at the church, the closest one to BCUC is the Metro in 
Bells Corners. Just to give an idea of numbers, Kingston 
accepts plastic bags in their residential blackboxes and 
they have recycled over 545 tonnes of plastic bags. 
Ontario-wide, Metro has recycled over 433 tonnes of 
plastic bags in the last two years.  These are turned into 
plastic bags, garden sheds, railway ties and more. 
 
If you are interested in learning more go to the link at the 
BCUC website www.recyclemilkbags.pbworks.com or 
contact Barbara Eade at 613-829-7060, beade@vif.com. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 

 
 

Now Thatôs New!  

by Bob and Mary Wright 

A downtown Calgary Church~Look 

Whatôs Happening! 

We had the opportunity to go to 
church with Bobôs son while visiting 
Calgary in September, 2011. Bob 
had suggested this church to his son 
a year ago after reading about it in 
the óObserverô. Ian started by joining 
their óPub Nightô and now he is also a 
choir member. We would like to 
share some of our observations with 
you about this most successful 
congregation. 

 

Core Values are displayed 
prominently throughout the church 
building. óRadical Hospitality, Social 
Justice and Spiritualityô. They are 
committed to being an inclusive 
community of faith that follows in the 
Way of Jesus under the banner 
óWhoever you are, wherever you're 
at, join us on the journeyô. They 
share their church building with an 
inclusive church community and take 
a strong óAffirming Ministryô stance. 
They see their church as a place of 
healing and hope for all people who 
have been traditionally marginalized 
by religion. 

 

Sunday Worship 
Service is at 10:45 am 
They serve coffee and tea before 
and during the service, and lunch 
after the service! Yes, it meant a 
noisy gathering before the service, 
something we had to get used to, 
BUT it was ever so friendly. During 
service they took time to ópass the 
peaceô as we have done in recent 
times. 
ñOur services are casual, energetic 
and inspiringò. TRUE-The topic the 
Sunday we visited was about Love 
and it was extremely well done with 
three different speakers contributing.  
The music was modern, not rock, but 

Dec 4 Candlelit Evening Service, Reflection Time and/or Labyrinth walk 

Dec 18 Sunday School & UP Advent drama by the Sunday School and the UP Group  

Jan 1 Adult Secret Pals Sign up by Jan 1
st
 to receive a secret penpal 

Jan 18 Remit Examination of the Statement of Faith of 1940 

Jan 23 Discovery Group An introduction to the Biblical Canon 

Jan 30 Discovery Group Recently discovered unpublished Christian texts 

Feb 6 Discovery Group The Dead Sea Scrolls 

Feb 15 Remit Examination of the New Creed 

Feb 20 Discovery Group Beyond the Passion: the death and life of Jesus 

Feb 21 Talent Show Talent show to accompany Pancake Supper 

Feb 27 Discovery Group Beyond the Passion: the death and life of Jesus 

Mar 2-3 Sno-Star Institute Stephen Patterson 

Mar 21 Remit Examination of the Song of Faith 

Apr 18 Remit Council votes on the remit 

http://www.plastics.ca/Recycling/PlasticBags/index.php
http://www.recyclemilkbags.pbworks.com/


thoughtful and appropriate words for 
the discussion.  
It was the Sunday before 
communion. There were three 
stations for people to line up before a 
table holding some bread dough.  
People kneaded into the dough their 
prayers. This dough will be baked 
and used in the breaking of bread 
ceremony, not eaten, on communion 
Sunday. This process, to express 
individual prayers, was very popular 
with the congregation. 
The words of the hymns and 
announcements were projected on a 
large TV screen for all to easily see. 
It was the latest in technology and 
was professionally created and 
displayed by a staff member. The 
church was full of younger families 
with children, singles and only about 
1/3 of the congregation seemed to 
be seniors. 
 
The Staff 
The Reverend Dr. John Pentland has 
been the minister at Hillhurst since 
September of 2005.  He brought this 
downtown church back from the 
brink of closing. He is a young man 
with four young children and is 
passionate about making 
connections between 
religion/spirituality and living a 
meaningful life.  With one foot in the 
church, and one in the community, 
he believes that what they do at 
Hillhurst United should impact and 
support all areas of our life.  He told 
us that this church has never done a 
óneeds assessmentô. Their committee 
interviews and decides.  
Joanne Anquist, Worship Animator is 
responsible for worship planning and 
integrating audio, visual, and arts 
into Sunday morning services. She 
has taken training in Digital Culture 
Ministry. She sang beautifully. 
 
Special Projects 
The Journey Project. They are 
committed to support Calgaryôs 10 
Year Plan to end Homelessness and 
are intending to tear down their 
Annex and rebuild it. They will 
dedicate the basement and first floor 
to church and community gathering 
places and also provide 13 units of 
affordable housing.  They are in the 
Building Permit process with the 
active co-operation of the city of 
Calgary. 

Heritage Restoration. This 
attractive room is being given a face 
lift to provide more useable space for 
this growing congregation.  It is the 
first step as part of the Journey 
Project. 
The Morning After is an internet 
blog between the Minister and the 
congregation as they continue during 
the week to add to and clarify the 
Sunday sermon. 
It was obvious that most of the 
congregation were totally committed 
to the eco- friendly environment and 
homeless projects. Tea/coffee and 
lunch every Sunday showed a huge 
commitment by a few to enhance the 
ñfriendlyò environment. 
 
Hillhurst United Church 
1227 Kensington Close NW, Calgary 
AB, T2N 3J6 
http://www.hillhurstunited.com  

 
 

 
By Mary (Manning) Jackson 
Thanksgiving Weekend October 5-
8

th
, 2012. 

All that is required of your Bell High 
School alumnus/alumna, or yourself 
is to go to the following website: 
www.bellhigh50th.ca then chose the 
link ñWhoôs Checked In? and on that 
page click on the link ADD YOUR 
PROFILE. For people without access 
to a computer please send your 
information to Brian MacMillan at 
2226 Bickerton Ave. Ottawa, ON K1J 
6Y3; phone: 613-748-1281. We are 
also looking for memorabilia for the 
stroll down memory lane in the 
ñDecades Roomsò. 
I have lived in the Bell High School 
area since 1959 and was in the first 
graduation class. My three children 
also attended Bell High School in the 
ó90ôs. Please help get the word out to 
former and current Bell HS students 
and staff.  
 
Mary Jackson 
Bell HS Class of ó65 
Decades Room Coordinator and 
ó60ôs Decade Room Lead 
jacksonmarye@hotmail.com  

Property Management 
Committee 
 
After a number of roadblocks and 
detours, the Property Management 
Committee has completed the table 
storage area in the back hall, the 
recycling bin storage area near the 
kitchen door and updating the 
furnace room, that included repairing 
the ceiling, rerouting water pipes and 
clean-up of the electrical wiring.  
Many people worked on the project 
but a special thanks goes to Alan 
Bentley, Ron Chuchryk and Bob 
Wright.  
  
All users of the church facilities are 
encouraged to use the blue, black 
and green recycling containers. 
Some are placed around the church 
but the main storage is in the closet 
next to the outside door near the 
kitchen. Once a container is filled, it 
should be moved to the outside 
storage cabinet near the nursery 
school playground. An empty 
container should be taken from the 
cabinet and placed in the closet. 
Liners for the green bin are also 
available in the cabinet.   
A green audit has just been 
completed of the church facilities and 
we expect the report before the end 
of November. However, we already 
know that the report will recommend 
installing more efficient fluorescent 
lights and adding more attic 
insulation to all areas except the 
sanctuary. The sanctuary is not 
energy efficient but it would require 
extensive modifications that are 
currently beyond our financial 
resources.  The Committee is looking 
into the possibility of grants to help 
pay for the identified energy 
efficiency improvements.   
Some may have noticed that the 
retractable screen in the gym has 
been removed. It was no longer 
useable and it had become an 
eyesore taking up valuable space so 
it was removed as part of a clean-up 
project that included the back corner 
of the Discovery Room.  More needs 
to be done but the Committee has 
made a start.  
 
Ross Brown 
 
Chair, Property Management

http://www.hillhurstunited.com/
http://www.bellhigh50th.ca/
mailto:jacksonmarye@hotmail.com
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ADDRESS 

LABEL HERE 

No matter how dark the world gets in our day, the light of Jesus will 
always be brighter. It will be reflecting in us because He has said, 
"You are the light of the world." As the darkness increases around 

us, we must be brighter because the Lord is counting on us. Each of 
us either brings light or darkness into the world; we either lift people 
up or we pull them down. One thing is very clear, that the season of 

Advent should be a time of light, and even if the days are getting 
darker and darker, our lives should be getting brighter and brighter. 

We must know where to find the light.  

If we find Jesus we find the light. 

 


